
Retelling Writing Prompts - Full List 
 

1. What if the prince became a sea creature for The Little Mermaid? 
2. What if Sleeping Beauty woke up early, without a kiss? 
3. What if Little Red Riding Hood became friends with the wolf? 
4. What if Cinderella ran away from the ball because she didn’t like the prince?  
5. What if the miller’s daughter never guessed Rumpelstiltskin’s name?  
6. What if Beauty didn’t fall in love with the Beast? 
7. What if someone else (not dwarfs) lived in the cottage Snow White found in the woods?  
8. What if the witch locked Rapunzel in the tower because Rapunzel was dangerous? 
9. What if your favorite fairy tale took place in today’s world?  
10. What if Hansel and Gretel found a house made of something BESIDES gingerbread?  
11. What if Snow White broke the Queen’s magic mirror?  
12. What if no one told the Emperor that he didn’t have any clothes?  
13. What if the evil sorcerer got the lamp before Aladdin? 
14. What if the King didn’t like Scheherazade’s stories?  
15. What if Beauty didn’t like the Beast as much after he turned into a Prince?  
16. What if the Little Mermaid’s sisters convinced her not to become a human?  
17. What if the magic wore off and Beauty’s prince started turning into the Beast again?  
18. What if the dwarfs didn’t let Snow White stay in their cottage?  
19. What did Sleeping Beauty dream about during her 100-year sleep?  
20. What if someone cut down the beanstalk before Jack could get back down?  
21. What if the “magic beans” Jack traded his cow for ended up being duds?  
22. What if Little Red Riding Hood had something BESIDES treats in her basket?  
23. What if the Prince and Rapunzel never reunited after the Witch banished her from the 

tower?  
24. What if Cinderella’s fairy godmother never showed?  
25. What if The Little Mermaid had to give up something else -- her beauty, her sight, her 

hair, her hearing, etc. -- instead of her voice to become human? 
26. What if Cinderella’s stepsisters were kind? 
27. What if the wolf had super lungs and was able to blow down the piggy’s house made of 

brick? 
28. What if Geppetto regretted bringing Pinocchio to life?  
29. What if someone rescued the Little Match Girl? 
30. Gender-swap your favorite fairy tale.  

 

Fairy Tale writing tips and websites: 
 

• Fun fairytale generator: https://www.plot-generator.org.uk/fairytale/ 
• Some lists of good retellings – these are just a start!: 

https://bookriot.com/2018/08/09/must-read-fairytale-retellings-for-kids/ 
https://bookriot.com/best-fairytale-books-for-kids/ 
https://bookriot.com/middle-grade-fairy-tale-retellings/ 

• What Makes a Good Retelling?: http://laceylouwagie.com/2014/05/15/familiarity-and-
strangeness-what-makes-a-good-retelling/ 
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